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Traveling Members 


We have heard from two Society 
members who went to the Seychelles 
Islands this summer. Mrs. M. Hubert 
Hilder and her husband sailed last 
spring from Mombasa, Africa aboard 
the Lindblad-owned MS “Explorer.” Mrs. 
Hilder writes: “was thrilled to complete 
my self-appointed mission to bring back 
to St. Croix a double coconut, the “coco 
de mer” (Lodoicea seychellarum) |L. 
maldivica| from the so-called Garden 
of Eden in the Vallee de Mai on Praslin 
Isle. Fortunately the 25-lb. nut did not 
hit us as it rolled around in the cabin 
on occasional rough days. When we left 
the ship at Zanzibar, Norwegian Erling 
Bumberg of sailing fame took over ex- 
pediting shipment from Mombasa. He 
was enthusiastic about the nut—thought 
it the best he had seen. 

“Now all we must have is patience 


with a capital P. First we await its ar- 
rival, then it is said to take 7 years to 
germinate and finally we won't know 
for 25 to 30 years if it is male or a 
nut-bearing female.” 

June (Mrs. Dale) Bremerman has re- 
married since Dale’s untimely death last 
year. She and her new husband, Mr. 
Rex Misner, took a honeymoon cruise 
on the same ship in July. In a recent 
telephone conversation she told me that 
the trip was great, except that she and 
Rex and most of the passengers and crew 
were very ill with para-typhoid. They 
were able to obtain ten Lodoicea nuts, 
which they stored in the ship’s corridor. 
Six of them were purloined and eaten by 
members of the crew. After many delays 
and misadventures the remaining four 
arrived in Naples, Florida, at a cost of 
well over $100.00 per nut. Let us pray 
that they survive! 
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